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$63,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: 31-1595421Grant Recipient:  Juneau Lighthouse Association

Project Title: Project Type: Equipment and Materials

Juneau Lighthouse Association - Five Finger Lighthouse
Transportation

State Funding Requested: $63,000 House District: Juneau Areawide (3-4)
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Matching funds are requested for purchase of a 28' foot landing craft to transport goods and personnel
to remote site to complete renovation of historic Five Finger Lighthouse.

Funding Plan: 
Total Project Cost:  $163,790 
Funding Already Secured:  ($100,790)
FY2013 State Funding Request:  ($63,000)
Project Deficit:  $0 
Funding Details:

2001 Rasmuson $822   

2001 State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO) $26,130  

2002 SHPO $29,555

2001 Save Amercas Treasures Renovation and Upgrades $407,705 (matched)

2011 Scenic Byways $58,470 1/20/12

2003 Don & Rose Harris $50,000 towards Seawolf Boat

First Bank $35,000 loan for balance of boat

fundraisers, member annual fees, merchandise

miscellaneos donations

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Five Finger Lighthouse is currently owned by the Juneau Lighthouse Association, a non-profit organization established to
preserve and maintain this historical site. The lighthouse is an active aid to navigation and is automated by the use of solar
panels. It is also a weather reporting station for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
The Juneau Lighthouse Association was able to secure a 25 foot Seawolf Pilot House boat in the summer of 2003. This
boat has served the lighthouse adequately but not ideally. The lighthouse is located on the southern most series of islands,
called the Five Fingers. From above the series of islands appear like fingers of a hand. This site was chosen as a location
for a lighthouse due to the serious currents and rocky shoals. One publication noted that the islands were like an angry hand
reaching up to grab mariners as they passed. Because of the shelf like shoals surrounding the island and the strong
currents, mooring is problematic to say the least. Since 1997 when the association first started working on the lighthouse,
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we have been trying to solve the dilemma of bringing supplies and personnel to work on the light and securely anchoraging
the boat or actually getting close enough to offload onto the ramp. The Seawolf is a great investment if not the ideal boat.
Because of its fuel efficiency, design and excellent seaworthiness, it's value has increased since we purchased it. Similar
boats are selling from $95,000 to $105,000. One boat of the same model but 5 years older than ours recently sold for
$95,000. Juneau Lighthouse Association has researched many options for the perfect boat for our location. We have
decided on a 28 foot landing craft with a Cummins diesel and Hamilton jet.  This boat will be built in Wrangell and the design
will allow the boat to sit on our boat ramp and be tied down and secured. The front bow will allow for easy loading and
unloading of people and supplies. We have chosen a diesel power package to save on fuel, round trip to lighthouse is 130
miles. Much of our match for our grants has been volunteer labor. In order to take advantage of this match, transportation
must be realistic.
The Board has reviewed many options to improving our access to the site. We have used commercial charters in the past,
however they are very expensive, about $2,600 per trip. By owning our own boat we are able to leverage the trips on grant
applications, choose the weather and tides to our advantage and not use up our small operating budget up on just getting to
and from the lighthouse.
We have much work to still complete on the site. The lighthouse will have to be painted again, foundation work needs to be
completed on the two outbuildings, we need to complete the work on our newest grant which will allow a smaller boat to
offload visitors to the island via a sea ladder and pedestrian walkways and stairs. We will also be introducing interpretive
signs that will tell the story of the maritime and marine history of the island. Maintenance is constant on the lighthouse, our
motto is "Use and Activity Preserves". We must have access to the island to keep up the work on this historic site. We are
also anticipating having quests stay at the lighthouse and we will need to keep supplies such as food and fuel to meet their
needs.  We do not plan on chartering guests to the island at this time, however the board has discussed this possibility for
the future.
We want to share with people the beauty and history of Five Finger Light Station. Visitors will experience the history of the
Gastineau Channel, the Gold Rush, and Lighthouse Service in Alaska as well as the importance of this lighthouse to the
people and mariners of this region. We have partnered with the Alaska Whale Foundation and are planning the site to be an
interpretive and marine research center.  A visit to Five Finger Light Station will enable our visitors a renewed awareness of
our American Maritime History and an understanding of the local marine life. Again, smart, fuel efficient, safe and practical
transportation is needed  to meet these goals.

Project Timeline:
Once funds are secured, the landing craft will be ordered. We plan to sell the Seawolf when we have the matching funds.
We have been assured by the original builder that the Seawolf can sell for $100,000. Svedsen Marine can build the new
landing craft in 60 to 90 days. Ideally the boat will be ordered July 1, 2012 and completed by end of summer.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Juneau Lighthouse Association

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Jennifer Klein
Title: President
Address: POB 22163

Juneau, Alaska 99802
Phone Number: 364-3632
Email: jla_688@hotmail.com
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Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? Yes X No
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